Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA Inc.
An IRS Section 501(c)(3) Tax-Exempt Charitable Organization

National Officers
Dr. Vinod Ambastha

President

Dr. Siddesh Shevade

Executive Director

Regional Officers
Northeast
Mr. Prem Rangwani

President

Dr. Sai Patil

Director

Southeast
Mr. Braham Aggarwal

President

Mr. Chandrashekhar
Ayyalaraju

Director

Great Lakes
Mr. Chandru Acharya

President

Mr. Sitaram Kopakka

Director

Midwest
Dr. Sukhdev Soni

President

Mr. Murali Adala

Director

Southwest
Mr. Sridhar Talanki

President

Mr. Mahesh Raghu

Director

Northwest
Mr. Shrikant Palkar

HSS holds Guru Vandana event at 68 locations
nationwide in the presence of over 1700
academicians and over 8000 attendees and guests!
During the months of May and June 2019, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh, USA (HSS)
organized Guru Vandana events across the nation to honor teachers and their
contribution in the society. More than 1700 academicians including teachers,
principals, and superintendent a total of over 8000 attendees participated in 68
events held across the nation.
The U.S. celebrates the first week of May as “teachers appreciation week”
and Tuesday of the same week as “National Teachers Day”. Hindu philosophy
and culture considers the Guru as the “Supreme Being” who invokes and
sustains the light of knowledge while eliminating the darkness of ignorance. Our
lives are touched and inspired by countless teachers in schools, colleges and
many other activities that we participate and excel in. To acknowledge and
appreciate these Gurus who silently shape our lives, HSS volunteers across the
nation held Guru Vandana during their weekend activities in the Month of May
and at some places in June.
In a typical event, the children presented a cultural program where Sanskrit
shlokas were recited in the honor of the Guru. The shlokas focused on the
significance of the Guru, comparing the Guru to God, and pointing out the Guru’s
role in achieving the supreme knowledge. A local chief guest shared his or her
thoughts with the audience, followed by a teacher appreciation ceremony.
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At several places, this event included a cultural program where children
participated and presented their talent in classical dances, songs, and musical
instruments. Some children developed their own innovative skits reflecting great
personalities from India and the US. Some presented their training in Indian
martial arts, Yoga, and other team activities. Some locations had game stalls as
well as information stalls on various cultural and philosophical aspects. All these
events were organized by local HSS centers and were planned as well as
coordinated by teenage children and their families. Additionally, some places,
HSS collaborated with the local townships to involve school district. With rising
environmental concerns, many events were held, “go green” without any use of
plastic or Styrofoam for food service.
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Teachers and attendees were impressed by the level of involvement by students in all age groups
and the way they respected their teachers. Some teachers especially enjoyed the Hindu way of
performing aarti with kumkum on the forehead, offering flowers, and the offering of sweets,
followed by bowing down in front of the teacher. Many appreciated the meaning of Guru in Hindu
philosophy, that she/he is the Guru who instills the knowledge inculcate it to practice and in the
process; help to diminish the darkness of ignorance. A meaning that resonated was the different
definition of a teacher as a friend, philosopher, and guide. School teachers especially appreciated
this event that not only acknowledged their passion and hard work but also gave them an
opportunity to gain an exposure to Hindu culture and its all-inclusive philosophy.
Students during their presentations or while acting as event emcees, liberally showered a praise on
their teachers by sharing how they learned math or English or dance or something else and how
teachers made them confident and independent thinkers.
Parents not only enjoyed the event but appreciated it, as it helped their children to participate,
made their children think the importance of the Guru in their lives and also became an opportunity
to interact with teachers and school representatives.
Following are some of the comments received by the attendees:
 "It was special to take part in the event and to learn about the Hindu philosophy that the whole
world is one family. I think that we could all learn to consistently apply that philosophy to our
own lives in how we treat others with empathy and respect”, remarked Senator Muth. State
Senator, Pennsylvania.
 "This was the most emotional moment of my life. I remember that HSS came to our school for a
demonstration on Surya Namaskar and since then we have a 5 minute Suryanamaksar session in
my yoga class. Today we all feel honored."(Teacher from Pocantico school district, NY)
 "So thankful for the invitation to attend the HSS Guru Vandana Teacher Appreciation
celebration over the weekend. What an honor! "It was tweeted by Ms. Stephanie Angelino,
Principal at Brookview Elementary - Waukee Community School District, Iowa.

HSS, the nation’s largest Hindu-American organization, conducts a values education program for
Hindu-Americans of all ages through its 200 branches nationwide. For more information, visit
www.hssus.org.
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