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Baudhik Yojana June, July 2007

dharma ke liye jiye, samaaj ke liye jiye
ye dhaDkane ye shvaas ho, dharma kaarya ke liye

garva se sabhee kahe, hindu hai ham ek hai
sneha sutra me bandhe, bhed bhee anek hai
shubhra rang kee chhaTaa, sapta rang hai liye

koTi koTi kanTh se, Hindu dharma garjanaa
nitya siddha shakti se, samaaj kee hai archanaa
sangha shakti kali yuge, sudhaa hai Dharma ke liye

vyakti vyakti me jage, samaaj bhakti bhaavanaa
vyakti ko samaaj se, joDane kee saadhanaa
daav par sabhi lage, Dharma kaarya ke liye

ek divya jyoti se, asankya deepa jal rahe
kaun lau bujhaa sake, aandhiyori me jo jale
tej punj ham baDhe, tamas cheerate huye

Translation

Let our lives be dedicated to Dharma and to the service of our society.
Give every breath and heart beat to the work of Dharma.

Say with pride - We are Hindus, We are one! Despite our diversity,
fraternal love is our bond, as seven colors of the rainbow create that one light.

Let the roar of Hindu Dharma come out from millions of people.
Together we shall serve the society and Dharma, for true strength lies in unity.

Let us awaken the devotion to society in every individual. Bind the individual
with the society. Let us walk together in this noble work of Dharma.

From one lamp, countless lamps are lighted. Who can stop this light that
has dared storms from spreading? When we light our lamp, darkness will disappear.
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Subhashita: (To be recited before Prarthana by all for the month June 2007)

Om Asato maa sad-gamaya,
tamaso maa jyotir-ga-maya,
mrtyor-maa amrutam gamaya.
Om Shaantih Shaantih Shaantih.

O Lord lead me from the unreal to the real.
Lead me from the darkness to light.

Lead me from death to immortality.

May there be peace, peace and peace.

(a Sanskrit invocation from the Brihadaranyaka Upanishads 1.3.28)

Amrit Vachan (To be recited before Prarthana by all for the month of July 2007)

Education should be man-making education. A negative education or any training that is based
on negation, is worse than death. It should be able to create Shraddha in the student to all life
(parents, society, nation etc). Education is not the amount of information that is put into a brain
and runs riot there, undigested, all life. We must have life-building, man-making, character-
making, assimilation of ideas. Education is the manifestation of the perfection already in man.

- Swami Vivekananda
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Baudhik: Hindu values and their relevance in Western world /America

Note: The content is for reference and the vakta has to take queue from here and prepare based on
the audience and duration. (Do not just read as is in the shaka © )

This topic is to be dealt with in two sessions. The first session will be a Baudhik on what are the Hindu

values. The second session will be a Charcha on whether the Hindu values are relevant today in the society
we live in and if so how.
Values
Definition:
1. Principles, standards or qualities considered worthwhile or desirable by the person who
holds them.
2. Those qualities of behavior, thought and character that society regards as being
intrinsically good, having desirable results and worthy of emulation by others.

What are Hindu values:

Those that have nourished and sustained the Hindu society and culture since time immemorial.
These have evolved over a period of time. Our Vedas, Upanishads etc elucidate these in great
detail. These values could be classified into many types - for e.g. ethical, moral, cultural, as
principles, duties and responsibilities etc. Some of these are as follows -

v" Ethical & Moral Values

> Behavior Restraints (Yama) -

e Ahimsa (non-violence, non-injury)

e Satya (truthfulness)

e Asteya (non-stealing)

e Brahmacharya (chastity)

e Aparigraha (non-possessiveness)
> Internal Observances (Niyama)

e Shauch (purity)

e Santosh (Contentment)

e Tapas (austerity)

e Swadhyay (Self-study)
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e Ishwar-pranidhaan (surrender to God)

v" Cultural Values

The four Purusharthas
a) Dharma - Righteousness and good moral and ethical practices. Emphasis on duties
and responsibilities - individual, social and religious. Artha & Kama are within the

limits of Dharma.

o

) Artha - Acquiring and enjoying material wealth

@)

) Kama - Satisfaction of Desires

Q.

) Moksha - Spiritual freedom. The ultimate goal of life.

Karma - Makers of own destiny.

Ahimsa - Non-violence, Non-injury

Harmony of Religions - ‘Sarva dharma samabhava’. One goal many paths. All true
religions lead to the same goal. Peaceful co-existence.

Unity of Existence - Everything is a manifestation of one Supreme being. Respect and care

for everyone and everything. World is one big family - “Vasudaiva Kutumbakam’

v" Five Daily duties of a Hindu householder

AN I e

Deva Yajna - Praying to your chosen diety

Brahma Yajna - Study of scriptures

Pitri Yajna - Following the teaching of Rishis and family values
Bhuta Yajna - Feeding the needy (including animals)

Atithi Yajna - Serving Guests (hospitality)

v" How do we learn values?

Parents and Grand parents
Teachers

Friends

Taking part in Temple activities
Taking part in cultural activities

Reading
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Charcha (Continued from baudhik... Relevance of Hindu values in the West)

Note: Based on the previous baudhik, the charcha can be conducted on the following

lines.

v
v

v
v
v

Are Hindu values universal? Why?

How do we live/ practice these values in our

> Home (Family values)

> Work place/School/Colleges (Work Ethics, Work-Family balance)

> Community/Society (Social/Political/ Environmental issues )

How can the Hindu values make a positive difference in the above places?

How can we strengthen the foundation of these values in our homes and communities?

What role can Hindu values play in bringing peace and happiness, internal & external, in

individuals, societies & countries?

v

What when values conflict with those of other individuals/ societies?

Charcha (Sampark in sangh, significance and the methodology)

What is Sampark?

Sampark is a lively and informal way of getting to know one another, getting to know
individuals from different walks of the society and meeting families with the whole purpose
of bonding and building trustworthy relationships. It is one of the important karya paddathi
of Sangh. It has been carried with utmost conviction and has been time tested for producing
wonderful results. Doctorji the founder of Sangh had incorporated this unique way of
building relationships among swayamsevaks and society in general, and this has been
carried forward by future Sangh adhikaris and all karyakartas. Sampark being one of the
most important aspects of our sangh work, has brought many good people into sangh’s fold
and provided them with avenues for working for the betterment of hindu society.

Why Sampark?

There are difference phases in Character/personality development as part of our sangh
work. Lok Sampark, Lok Sangrah, Lok Samskar, Lok Vyvastha.

In order to build a organized and united hindu society, (Lok Vyvastha) we need to inculcate,
promote and enrich the values(Lok Samskar) that can lead us to Lok Vyvastha.
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And samskaras can be imparted and taken to next generation when there is a nurturing and
conducive environment and people in general can see examples, learn, practice and live
such a life with samskaras.

People can be brought together with good programs and events and can retain and gain
their goodwill when we have a sinciere relationship based on love, affection, care and trust.
And in order to achieve those relationships its utmost important for every Swayamsevak to
spend some time and meet people in an more informality and less/no agenda.

There are very many examples where even families have broken and fallen apart because of
no relationship or very dry relationship among one another, because of not keeping in touch
and meeting informally and because of lack of trust, love and affection.

So in order to build good relationships its essential that we meet regularly (frequency may
vary based on situations).

How to Sampark?

A few do’s and don’ts during Sampark. (Just a few to initiate the thought process. More can
be discovered during charcha © )
Do’s:

-Do sampark in small numbers 1 or 2 or 3 karyakartas, so that the visiting family is

not intimidated ©
-Do sampark in a regular frequency (once a week or once in two weeks)
-Inform the visiting family early ahead.
-Friendly talk, information exchange of sangh/shaka events
-Getting to know the family members
-Informal get together in small groups engaged in relationship building, fun filled activities.
-Common sense most applicable.
-Note that love, affection, care and trust are primary factors of our relationship.

Don'ts:

-Do not bring personal business interests into the relationship and Sangh.
-Do not meet/visit same families very frequently have a balance.

-Do not interfere/intervene into the personal matters of the visiting family.
-Do not argue or do anything that spoil the relation.
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Utsav Baudhik : Hindu Unity Day (Hindu Sanghatan Divas)

Go to www.hssus.org and follow the links to

Home -> Resources -> Festivals -> Hindu Unit Day

OR directly go to

http:/ /www.hssus.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=46&Itemid=64

Any Utsav baudhik can be of the following format:

Historical and mythological significance
Why Sangh celebrates Utsav as a community and what is the underlying message

Messages, values promoted by the festival as a remedy to contemporary issues or as a
strengthening aspect of our Hindu society and culture.

Charcha: Foundations of a hindu family

Note: Read the following article for all, before starting the Charcha. Based on the article the
charcha can focus on:

- How to strengthen the foundations of a hindu family ?
- As a member of the family what does one needs to do?

- Any success stories? (list down and share)

Article: (by Sri Ram Sastryji’s National Karyakarini Sadasya, Los Angeles)

Vasant, a nine-year-old, won the Ramayan quiz competition (KBRE) and was rewarded
prize money of $200. Naturally he was excited. He told his father, “Appa! I know that this
is not enough for one school but I want this money to go to Ekal Vidyalaya.” What does
this mean?

Hindu Home in America! What is Hindu? The goal of a Hindu can be captured as
‘Atmano Mokshaartham and Jagat Hitaaya Cha” i.e. for the self-realization and also for
welfare of all the people. What is home? The 21st century model of home portraying a
couple holding two children as the ‘ideal” family is not the Hindu view. This model may
constitute a modern economic unit. However, compare this with our history of four
generations of people living under one roof.

A larger virtual home: The real challenge is to make our home the basic unit of society
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rather than the individual. In the not too distant past, Hindu homes easily had more than a
dozen people, and material scarcity was no impediment to imbibing and practicing the real
values of life. The central ingredient in this type of true Hindu Home is the
‘Bhava’(attitude) with which people live. An attitude of “we’ rather than ‘I’, “your well
being’ rather than ‘my self-interest’, and an attitude of giving with pure love and without
expectations is required. These types of homes with the large and extended family
naturally and automatically provide the environment for an individual’s growth. This
environment is presently missing. Outer manifestations such as having a puja room,
scriptures, the ability to sing some bhajans, the occasional playing of devotional music, and
discussions about the problems in society etc are insufficient to create that environment
required for an individual’s growth.

Some deep thinking about the inspiration/environment that prompted Vasant —mentioned
in the beginning of this article—to give away his prize money would be helpful. Our long
lineage always emphasized character and values over personality and morality. Character
and values represent the true nature of man whereas personality and morality represent
the outer projection. The question is do we want to be like Vasant? Do we want our
children to be like Vasant? Should Vasant part with all the prize money? From where did
he get the inspiration to do what he did? The questions can and should go on, only farther
and deeper. Do I want another Shivaji Maharaj to be born in my Hindu Home? For that I
have to become another Jijabai. We shall not shy away from deep critical thinking to create
the Hindu Home in America. The important ingredients to fulfill our goal would include:
1) A proper understanding of what Hindu Home as an ideal means 2) The right
attitude/approach to day-to-day living, 3) A social environment where right values are
practiced/imbibed/cherished /appreciated and 4) A system to regenerate the Hindu
Homes worldwide.

BalaGokulam and Shakha organized by the Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh is an ideal place
that fulfills the four requirements mentioned above. Vasant is one of the hundreds of
children who imbibe the supreme values of life through this system. For more info please
visit www.hssus.org.
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Story: Life of Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee (1901-1953)

Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee was a true and fearless nationalist. His burning patriotism, shining
idealism and stark realism had naturally made him a front rank national leader. He emerged as a
spokesman for Hindus and was a Hindu political leader who felt the need to counteract the
communalist and separatist Muslim League of Mohammed Ali Jinnah, who were demanding
either exaggerated Muslim rights or a Muslim state of Pakistan. Mukherjee adopted causes to
unite Hindu voices, and protect Hindus against what he believed to be the communal propaganda
and the divisive agenda of the Muslim League.

Shyam Prasad was born on July 6, 1901 in Calcutta. His father was Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee, a well
respected advocate in Bengal, who became the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Calcutta, and
his mother was Lady Jogmaya Devi Mukherjee. From his parents he inherited a splendid saga of
erudite scholarship and fervent nationalism. Both of them inspired him to live a pure, dedicated,
selfless, totally fearless and manly life.

Dr. Mukherjee had a brilliant academic record in the University of Calcutta and he graduated in
English securing the first position in first class and also did MA and BL. He became a fellow of the
Senate in 1923. He enrolled as an advocate in Calcutta High Court in 1924 after his father's death.
Subsequently he left for England in 1926 to study in Lincoln's Inn and became a barrister in 1927.
Though he was fully qualified for it, he never practiced law as a profession. He became the
youngest Vice-Chancellor of Calcutta University in 1934 at the age of 33 and continued in that
position till 1938. Calcutta University conferred on him D Litt and Benares Hindu University
honoured him with LLD in 1938.

Dr. Mukherjee’s political career was marked by this commitment to his ideals of burning
patriotism and selfless service. His political career began when he was elected as member of the
Legislative Council of Bengal, as a Congress candidate representing Calcutta University but
resigned next year when Congress decided to boycott the legislature. Subsequently, he contested
the election as an independent candidate and got elected.

A strong believer in Hindutva and Sanatana Dharma he became the President of All India Hindu
Mahasabha.

Dr.Mukherjee’s efforts were monumental during the Bengal famine (1943-1946) when lakhs of
people died. He saw to it that over 5000 kitchens were opened in Bengal to cater to the needs of
the famine-stricken people. He rose above narrow party alignments and in the process emerged as
a shining example of Bengali protest against the British and the misdeeds of the Bengal
government.

Mukherjee was initially a strong opponent of the Partition of India, but following the communal
riots of 1946-47, in which Muslim mobs killed thousands of Hindus all over Bengal, provoking
Hindu retaliation, Mukherjee strongly disfavored Hindus continuing to live in a Muslim-
dominated state and under a government controlled by the Muslim League.
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Mukherjee supported the partition of Bengal in 1946 to prevent the inclusion of its Hindu-majority
areas in a Muslim-dominated East Pakistan; he also opposed a failed bid for a united but
independent Bengal made in 1947 by Sarat Bose, the brother of Subhas Chandra Bose and Hussain
Shaheed Suhrawardy, a Bengali Muslim politician.

Post Independence

After Independence, on the advice of Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru inducted him in the
Interim Central Government as a Minister for Industry and Supply. Mukherjee was widely
respected by leaders from across the political spectrum.

But on issue of the 1949 Delhi Pact with Pakistani Prime Minister Liagat Ali Khan, as a mark of
angry protest, Mukherjee resigned from the Cabinet on April 6, 1950. Mukherjee was firmly
against Nehru's invitation to the Pakistani PM, and their joint pact to establish minority
commissions and guarantee minority rights in both countries. He wanted Nehru to hold Pakistan
directly responsible for the terrible influx of millions of Hindu refugees from East Pakistan, who
had left the state fearing religious suppression and violence aided by the state. Mukherjee
described Nehru's actions as appeasement, and was hailed as a hero by the people of West Bengal.

After consultation with Sri Guruji Madhav Sadashiv_Golwalkar, the RSS Sarsangachalak,
Mukherjee founded the Bharatiya Jana Sangh on October 21, 1951 at Delhi and became its first
President. He strongly advocated a Uniform Civil code for both Hindus and Muslims. He wanted
a ban on cow slaughter. He pointed out the paramount political necessity of ending the special
status of Muslim majority Jammu and Kashmir in the larger interest of India's integrity and
national unity.

Dr. Mukherji had approached Shri Guruji seeking workers to consolidate the Jansangh as an all-
Bharat body. Shri Guruji deputed Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, Atal Behari Vajpayee, Nanaji
Deshmukh and others as his prominent co-workers. At that time, he made it very clear, “RSS
should not be dragged into politics as it cannot function under any political patronage. Its main
objective is to nurture the true cultural life of the nation.” Dr. Mukherji gladly accepted this role of
the Sangh and also said he totally agreed with the ideal of the Hindu Nation.

In the 1952 general elections to the Parliament of India, Mukherjee and the BJS won 3 seats. In his
capacity as president of the Jan Sangh, Dr S P Mukherjee was elected as leader of the National
Democratic Group in the Lok Sabha when he entered Parliament after the general elections in
1952. So formidable was his presence in the Parliament that he came to be described as the ‘Lion
of the Parliament’.

When Dr. Mukherjee was proceeding to Kashmir in 1953 to go on a hunger strike to protest the
law prohibiting Indian citizens from settling in that state (which was in their own country) and
the need to carry ID cards, he was arrested on 11th May while crossing the Jammu & Kashmir
border. Although the ID card rule was revoked owing to his efforts, he died as a political detenu
on May 23, 1953 under mysterious circumstances. Even before he had set out from Delhi, Sri
Guruji Golwalkar had advised him not to go to Jammu & Kashmir and warned him about the
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possibility of his not returning back alive from Kashmir. Sri Guruji had also sent a letter to the
same effect through a special messenger which failed to reach him on time.

His death in custody raised wide suspicion across the country and demands for independent
enquiry, including earnest requests from his mother, Jogmaya Devi to the then Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru. Unfortunately no enquiry commission was set up and his death remains a
mystery.

In her letter dated 4 July, 1953, Lady Jogmaya Devi Mukherjee wrote to Nehru about her son's
death as follows: 'His death is shrouded in mystery. Is it not most astounding and shocking that
ever since his detention there, the first information that I, his mother, received from the
government of Kashmir was that my son was 'no more', and that also at least two hours after the
end? And in what a cruel, cryptic way the message was conveyed! '. A fearless son of free India
has met his death while 'in detention without trial' under most tragic and mysterious
circumstances. I, the mother of the great departed soul, demand that an absolutely impartial and
open enquiry by independent and competent persons be held without any delay.”

Nehru's reply was vague and confusing. The Govt. ignored the request to conduct any enquiry.

In his short life time from 1901-1953, Dr.Shyam Prasad Mukherjee left an indelible imprint on the
Indian political landscape and also the minds of many future Hindu leaders and defined the
contours of the Hindutva agenda that inspired many a movements and souls.
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Collective Reading (The Ideal Incarnate)

Note: The following speech given by Param Pujya Sri Guruji in Sangh Sikhsha Varg in
1942. Reading in the shaka for all tarun and allowing time to share the responses and able
to internalize, is purpose of the collective reading. (Can be done in 2 parts based on the
availability of time). Can also be done in baudhik varg or in sleepovers of karyakartas.

Doctor Keshav Baliram Hedgewar, the founder of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, was
born in 1889 in Nagpur. From his early childhood until his very last, his life burned like a
steady lamp in the cause of the motherland. Even as a child of eight he threw away in
disgust the sweets given to him in his school on Queen Victoria's birthday saying that it
was a sign of slavery. He amazed his elders by his strange questions such as- "How is it
that these Englishmen coming form thousands of miles away have become our rulers?"
When he was in high school he was rusticated for lighting the flame of Vande Mataram
movement among the students. He had, as it were, imbibed the spirit of undiluted
patriotism right from his mother's womb.

Rarity among Rarities

After matriculating from Poona, he chose Calcutta, then the home of revolutionaries, with a
view to studying their movement at close quarters and participating in it. He soon became
one with the Bengalis in their life customs. He plunged into the inspiring political and
social activities there and soon became the inspiring centre of a band of patriotic young
men drawn from all over the country. When he returned to Nagpur as a young and
brilliant doctor, many eyes were riveted upon him with fond hopes about the 'bright career'
that awaited him. Many were the matrimonial approaches made to him. But, his was not a
life to be chained to the narrow confines of family. By way of a final to all such proposals
he wrote to his uncle Abaji Hedgewar, "I have pledged my life to an ideal. I have staked my
all at its altar. Where then shall I find time and energy to indulge in personal pleasures and

family life?"

Be it remembered, he was born in a family groveling in stark poverty. We may come
across persons born in affluence, who have no need to worry about their bellies or of their
kith and kin, coming out for national work, though, of course, even such instances are rare.
But Doctorji was a rarity among rarities. Though stark poverty and half-starvation was
staring in the face, he never thought of earning a single pie for himself or his family. He

never practised though he was a doctor. He preferred to become the 'Doctor of the nation'.
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Like a Lamp

Right up to his very end, dire poverty remained his faithful companion. For months on
end he carried on with hardly one full meal a day. Many times he was in tattered clothes.
He was ever short of the barest necessities of life. One day, a gentleman called on Doctorji.
As the conversation was coming to a close, Doctorji requested him to stay for tea and sent
word to his sister-in-law to prepare tea. Some minutes passed; there was no tea. Some more
minutes; still no tea came. The gentleman was in a hurry to go. Doctorji went inside to find
out what the matter was. And he found nothing except cold water and his sister-in-law
quietly sitting in a corner! There was no one else to go to market and bring the necessary
things. So Doctorji himself went out, brought sugar and tea, and after a short while tea was
served to the gentleman. That gentleman was shrewd enough to understand the situation.
Till then he had not the least scent of the monetary plight of Doctorji though he was
acquainted with him for a long time.

In fact, looking at the ever smiling face of Doctorji, his radiant enthusiasm, his infectious
laughter, his captivating manners, shedding sweetness and joy all-round, no one could
imagine the extremities under which he was living. He was like a lamp, which burns itself
silently but sheds warmth and light all-round.

Immediately after the incident, the gentleman sent for me and inquired in detail about
doctorji's monetary condition. He was shocked to know the abject state of affairs. He
became restless and angrily asked me, "Why have you not made arrangements to remove
his financial worries?" I replied, "How can 'Ekadashi' fill the belly of 'Shivaratri?' He
became grave for a while and told me, "I simply cannot stand this. You should accept
twenty-five rupees every month from me at least to meet the expenses for Doctorji's guests.
But take care, let this not reach his ears!" I suggested that he himself should propose it to
Doctorji. But knowing as he did Doctorji's strong views in the matter, he also did not dare

broach the subject with Doctorji, and there the matter rested.
An Adage Disproved

In addition to his burning idealism, he was a glowing example of the rarest of virtues -
the will to reform oneself in conformity with the chosen mission in life. He was born in a
family known for its violent and fiery temper. Doctorji too inherited that ancestral 'heritage'
in full. It is stated that inherited tendencies and habits die hard - Swabhavo duratikramah.

The queer saying, "Man should be careful in the choice of his parents", expresses the same
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idea. But all such self-weakening ideas were proved false by Doctorji. Since the day he
resolved to build an organisation, wherein people of varied natures and qualities were to
be blended into an organised and harmonious whole, he decided to reform himself. Those
who had seen him before were surprised to find him a completely transformed man. After
he founded the organisation rarely did anyone see him using a harsh word or getting upset
in the face of even the gravest provocation. If anybody spoke to him harshly he would just
smile and that would wear away the edge of opposition. Doubtless, his inner fire would
erupt sometimes - but that was when he used to find insults and ignominy heaped upon
our nation and people mutely submitting to all that.

Steadily and with stupendous self-effort Doctorji had transformed himself in every little
detail of his behaviour as a moving and living example of a worker dedicated to the
mission of national reorganisation based on the highest values of our cultural heritage. He
had realised from his experience that fiery public speeches, however thrilling for the
moment, would never help to build an enduring organisation of dedicated hearts, which
will burn like a steady flame amidst all tempests of temptations and adversities. On the
contrary, such intemperate speeches would only harm the organisation by inculcating,
though unconsciously, a mentality of finding cheap satisfaction in criticising and exposing
one's opponents. Such a mentality could have no place in an organisation of the type of the
Sangh, which sought self-reformation in society, knowing as it did the one lesson of our
history that our people alone, and not outsiders, are responsible for our degeneration and
disaster.

Before the founding of the Sangh, Doctorji himself was a fiery speaker. In 1921, during
the non-cooperation movement, he was arrested for one such of his speeches. He was
produced before the court on the charge of sedition. After listening to his spirited defence
in the court the magistrate remarked, "His defence is more seditious than his speech!" But
after the starting of the Sangh he fully restrained his expressions. Thereafter his speeches,
though charged with feeling and capable of burning themselves into the heart of the
listeners, were never provocative and violent. Even in informal chitchat his words carried a
wave of sweetness and appeal to the heart. He had known by experience that sweetness of

speech was a 'must' for a national organiser.
Yudhishthira Reborn

In all this transformation there was nothing artificial or superficial. It was so deep and

enduring that it became the very texture of his nature expressing itself spontaneously in
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thought, word and action. His was not the 'long-distance popularity' which would vanish
like a soap bubble on closer contact and scrutiny. There is a saying, "No hero is a hero unto
his own valet." But in his case, the opposite was true; the more one came near him, the
more would one love and adore him. His character was the same in private as in public -
one sweet harmonious whole. Such was his pure, noble, radiant and transparent character
that even those who opposed him in the public field had not a word of reproach or abuse
about his person.

There was a famous barrister in Nagpur by name Abhyankar, who was a leading
political figure of that province. He had a voice of thunder and a knack for picking holes in
his opponents' character. And he used these qualities in full measure during elections to
expose and browbeat his opponents. Once Dr. Moonje contested against him in elections.
The barrister imagined that Dr. Moonje had as one of his main supporters Doctorji and his
Sangh. So he decided to attack Doctorji and Sangh in his public speech. In his speech he
directed his tirade against every supporter of Dr. Moonje, but when he began referring to
Doctorji his tone at once softened. He frankly confessed that he would not find a single
word by way of abuse against Dr. Hedgewar. Just imagine, such a public confession amidst
a virulent election campaign and from such a person!

In fact, Doctorji's relations even with his opponents went deeper than could be affected
by any superficial differences. Right from his Calcutta days he had cultivated an attitude of
love and regard and co-operation towards all persons and organisations devoted to the
cause of national emancipation-even those with whom he did not see eye to eye. Political
jealousies found no place in him. The flame of patriotism burning in his heart was too
radiant to allow the shadows of parochial considerations to fall anywhere near him.

Once a friend approached Doctorji in the night to urgently secure for him a loan of five
hundred rupees. It was nearing midnight and Doctorji was in a fix. Then he got up, went
directly to Sri Abhyankar and made a request. Without a word he brought the amount and
handed it over to Doctorji. Doctorji asked him for paper and pen so that he could write out
a promissory note. Sri Abhyankar replied, "Doctorsaheb, have I gone out of my senses that
I should take a promissory note from Dr. Hedgewar? All Nagpur would laugh at me!"

Such was the absolute faith and confidence that his sterling character had inspired even
in the minds of his public adversaries. He was like Yudhishthira who would address even
Duryodhana as Suyodhana. When the incredible news of Ashwathama spread in the
battlefield, Drona decided to verity its truth from Yudhishthira, his chief adversary! Such

was his rectitude of conduct, which had made others, his friends and foes alike, to trust
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him. Doctorji was, as it were, the modern reincarnation of Yudhishthira. He was verily a
man with no foes and only friends - an Ajatashatru.

Once, the Government of the then Central Provinces and Berar was seized with an
apprehension that the growing strength of the Sangh might prove a menace to the
'communal peace' in the province. The Government sent out a circular in 1932 prohibiting
its servants from taking part in the activities of the Sangh. The municipalities and the
district boards were also advised to take similar steps. There was an uproar in the province
at the thoughtless and anti-national step of the Government. It found its echo in the
Provincial Assembly also. A censure motion against the Government was moved in the
Assembly. And it was supported not only by the Hindu members but also the Muslim,
Christian, Parsi and all other members. It was preposterous, they all asserted in one voice,
to imagine that an organisation headed by Dr. Hedgewar could be against any community.

The ministry itself had to quit office shortly after that.
The Irresistible

This feature of his character had endowed him with such a rare power of personality
that even persons notorious for their arrogance and turbulence would behave in a decent
and gentle manner in the presence of Doctorji. There was a person in Nagpur who used to
call himself a 'general', he had taken a vow not to allow any meeting, which did not have
him as the president, to go undisturbed. The 'general' had an army of goondas, who would
fall upon such an 'unauthorised' meeting and within few minutes the meeting would end
in confusion and chaos. During those days a friend of Doctorji coming from outside was to
address a meeting in Nagpur. But the promoters of the meeting had apprehensions that the
'general' would not allow the meeting to go on. But Doctorji's calm assurance gave them
confidence and they arranged the meeting. As the meeting commenced, the 'general'
arrived with his 'army'. Seeing him coming, Doctorji rose and welcomed him with great
warmth and made him sit by his side. The speaker too was in his full spirits and scathingly
criticised the party to which the 'general' belonged. The 'general' was wild with rage,
throwing his glances here and there; but seeing the calm, confident and majestic figure of
Doctorji sitting just beside him, a cold shiver would pass through his body and he would
sit back helplessly in his chair. The meeting went on peacefully for over two hours. After
the meeting was over his followers pestered him with questions for keeping mum. He only

replied, "What could I do? That man was sitting beside me!"

Page 17 of 22



Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA Baudhik Yojana June, July 2007
Incomparable Unifier

What a mountain-load of anxieties and torments Doctorji must have been carrying in
his bosom to be able to hold together countless number of men, mould each one of them
after the image of an ideal national worker and set up enduring conventions and inspiring
examples as basis for the organised life of whole nation-and all this under extremely hard
conditions of personal existence! But the most amazing part was, no one could guess these
deep undercurrents coursing through his being. Whoever came in his contact would go
back bathed in the fresh springs of joy and laughter gushing forth from him. Various and
diverse were the types of persons who invariably surrounded him. His friends would
jocularly say that Doctorji was maintaining a 'human zoo'! But no one in the 'zoo' felt
himself out of tune while in the company of Doctorji. The young and the aged, the
orthodox and the modern, the educated and the uneducated, the rich and the poor would
all find in him a note of common interest. Such was his spirit of identification and the
sweep of his dexterity. To him no man, however low and deficient in the eyes of others,

was worthless.
Self-Effaced

At the root of that exceptional quality lay the spirit of complete humility, unsullied by
even the least traces of ego. Infatuation for name or fame, position or power, never touched
him. Right from the inception of the Sangh, he was constantly on the look-out for a suitable
person who could be the head of the organisation. And he himself wanted to remain as his
humble follower, thus setting up a living example for all other workers. In fact, he made
repeated efforts to bring in a great Hindu leader as its chief, but in vain. That great man
with all his other virtues could not grasp the potentialities of the Sangh and make up his
mind for that historic role. Doctorji was sorely disappointed but he continued his search.
He remained naturally the chief of the organisation on the sheer merit of his virtues, like
the lion, which is the natural king of the forest - swayameva mrigendrata. But he could not
till the very end reconcile himself to that position.

In spite of his towering height Doctorji never exhibited any airs. He would even
restrain the natural and spontaneous expressions of adoration for him by his co-workers
and Swayamsevaks. He was severely uncompromising in that regard. In 1940 he was
returning to Nagpur after visiting the training camp at Poona. I had gone to the Railway

Station to receive him. As the train arrived we found him standing at the entrance of the
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compartment, his face beaming with a smile. Just as I advanced towards him to offer a
garland, I met his stern forbidding glance. I stopped half-way with my hands half-
stretched. Immediately he smiled and remarked, "I am coming to my own home. Where is
the need for all this? In fact we should welcome our honoured guest." And he indicated the
gentleman who was accompanying him. I offered him that garland. I had no opportunity to
garland Doctorji all through his life. I could only garland his body after he had left us. He
was equally averse to being photographed. It was only rarely and after a prolonged tussle
with his co-workers that he would consent to his photograph being taken.

Though stern and unsparing to himself, what an ocean of love he was to each and every
one of us! Words fail to describe the depth of that pure and selfless love. The boundless
affection of the mother's heart, the sleepless care and diligence of the father and the
inspiring guidance of the guru found their culmination in that single bosom. I for one feel it
my proud privilege to worship him as my ideal. The worship of such a soul transcends the
worship of an individual and becomes the worship of the ideal itself. He is verily my

chosen deity.
Philosophy of Action

Single-minded devotion, sterling character, matchless organisational skill, unflinching
faith in the ultimate success of the cause he had taken up as his life-mission and limitless
capacity for effort and exertion. His co-workers were torn with anxiety about his worsening
health. Some warned that his body would not last long if he continued in that strain. But he
would reply to all such queries in a simple sentence, "After all, my body is for the sake of
work" and would close the matter. He knew no rest or respite. His was the philosophy of
action. He was for ceaseless and intense action, especially during the days of the youth.
"What is the use of resting during the days of youth only to prolong one's life up to old age
when the body becomes useless for any active work?" he used to ask. If out of compulsion
of his co-workers he consented for rest, he would not rest without starting a few shakhas in
and around that place!

In 1939 his illness became very acute. Doctors advised him complete rest. I was with
him at that time. Treatment was going on. Medicines were regularly given, but to no
purpose. The doctor who was treating him was perplexed. While checking the details of the
treatment, he inquired at what time Doctorji would go to sleep. I replied, "As usual at 1 or
1.30 in the night." The doctor was shocked to hear that. He said, "That is why he is not
improving. Probably you are not allowing him to sleep early. He must go to bed by 10
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o'clock." I confessed my inability to make him sleep so early. The doctor said, "Well, if you
cannot do it, I will myself come and do it." I welcomed his proposal. That day the doctor
came at 9 o'clock in the night. Doctorji had just taken his food and was alone in his room.
As it was not good to sleep immediately after taking food, the doctor began chitchatting
with Doctorji for a while. I was sitting outside all the while. When, however, the doctor felt
drowsy, and looked at his watch, it was past 1 o'clock! He got up hurriedly, instructed
Doctorji to sleep and came out. As he started out, I just enquired of him the time. In an

apologetic tone he said, "I forgot myself in talking!" and went away.
Offer Flower of Youth

Doctorji stuck to that practice even during his serious illness. He would call the workers
at night and talk to them singly or in groups till late in the night. All our efforts to dissuade
him proved futile before his grim resolve to expand the work at peak speed. Even the steel
frame of his body could not cope for long with his intensely dynamic spirit. Within fifteen
years of the starting of the organisation, his body was completely consumed by the fire of
idealism. It was not that he was unaware of the approaching end. In fact, he used to say, "I
know quite well the nature of my malady. I also know its remedy. But I have simply no
time to spare for treatment. I do visualise its result. But I cannot help it. God's will be
done."

Just as a yogi finds fulfillment in offering himself as an oblation in the fire of yoga
manifested in his body, so did Doctorji offer his body in the fire of suffering and sacrifice.
That has been our glorious tradition. But today we often hear that we should not exert
ourselves too much in our younger days lest our lifetime be cut short. Doctorji ridiculed
this advice of wasting the precious moments of youth only to drag on in old age for some
more years. One should in fact offer oneself at the altar of the Mother when the flower of
youth is in full bloom shedding fragrance and radiance all-round. It would be a sacrilege to
offer a faded flower devoid of colour and odour in the worship on one's chosen deity. This

was his concept of fruitfulness of human life; this was how he lived and this was how he
died.

Living and Dying

His was not an ordinary death. It was a steady and consuming fire stretched over the entire

period of his youth. There are some, who sacrifice their lives in a flash of martyrdom. True,
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that is also glorious and inspiring. But to burn oneself every moment of one's life in order
to light up countless other hearts is a tapasya of the highest order. Like Shibi of the olden
days Doctorji cut his own flesh bit by bit in order to protect the 'dove' of society. Like
Dadhichi, who gave his bones to be forged into a deadly weapon to slay the demon
Vritasura, Doctorji too smilingly transfused his life-blood to society till the last drop. That
was how Shankaracharya died at the age of thirty-two, Vivekananda at thirty-nine and

Shivaji at fifty. Doctorji too died at fifty. And it is they who live eternally!
How Words Derive Power

Words get charged with irresistible power when uttered by such souls. Doctorji's words
used to be very simple - as if he was speaking to a child. But what a force they carried!
Once Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee of revered memory came to see Doctorji with a desire
to discuss a serious problem with him. At that time Doctorji was too ill - and that was to be
his last illness - to engage himself in a long discussion. So I requested Dr. Mukherjee to
have a preliminary talk over the subject with me and if anything remained he could go to
Doctorji for a final answer. He agreed. We had a prolonged discussion. And although each
one of his queries and doubts was answered, still he remained unsatisfied. So we went to
Doctorji, he put the same question to Doctorji. And Doctorji replied in a few words,
conveying the same answer as I had given. But to my astonishment I heard Dr. Mukherjee
say, "Now I am completely satisfied." That incident gave me the lesson of my life that it
was the character, the penance, the sacrifices of a person that impart power to his words.
Arguments, discussions, flashes of intellect, all pale into dismal dimness before that

supreme power.
A Child of Greatness

Excelling though in all that go to make an epoch-maker, he remained all through his life
like a child-simple, unassuming, without any airs, speaking to one and all in a spirit of

intimacy, laughing, joking and appreciating the smallest of virtues in others.

Once in a weekly meeting of some advocates in the Sangh, several issues connected
with the organisation were being discussed in a free and informal manner - someone
mooting a query regarding the future set-up of the Sangh, some one else suggesting the
formation of a formal central committee and so on. Then abruptly one of them posed the
question, "What, after all, is at the root of the Sangh?" "Well, it is Doctorsaheb", I simply

said. An old gentleman was present in the meeting who had known Doctorji form his

Page 21 of 22



Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh USA Baudhik Yojana June, July 2007

boyhood. Doctorji would often go to him seeking his suggestions and guidance. Obviously
he was deeply moved to hear my words regarding Doctorji. He was surprised to find that
all of a sudden the 'boy Keshav' had grown to such heights. A flash of new realisation, as it
were, dawned upon him. After the meeting he went to Doctorji and remarked
affectionately, "Doctor, how great you have become! All the while I was imagining you as
the same old lad Keshav!"

The greatest of men grace the world stage often cast that spell to make others unaware
of their greatness, so that they may not shirk and shudder at their greatness, but come and
freely mix with them in a spirit of comradeship. Sri Krishna by his childish pranks had cast
a spell over all in the Gokula. No one, not even Yashoda, would remember that he was God
Incarnate Himself. Once when he was reported to have eaten dust and Yashoda forced him
to open his mouth, she saw illimitable universes dancing in that little cavity. She was
shocked and dumbfounded. But that was only for the moment. The same old smiling,
mischievous, teasing pranks of the child Krishna made her forget that fleeting realisation.

Doctorji's disarming simplicity had cast a similar spell upon all those who came near
him, even his nearest friends and co-workers. It was only rarely that they would remember,
as if in a flash, that they were in the company of a great soul of unsurpassable majesty born
but once in centuries for the redemption of the people. And they would be surprised and
even shocked at the free and almost equal way in which they mixed with him, sometimes
even taking liberties with him! But that was all for a moment. Again the simple, smiling
figure of Doctorji would cast its spell and they would forget all about it.

Such was our Doctorji, the founder of the Sangh, the Hindu ideal of man in flesh and
blood, the embodiment of the saying (The great ones achieve great tasks not because of external
aids but by their intrinsic merit), a Guiding Light for all generations to fashion their lives in
its effulgence for glorious and immortal national life.

Compiled from the speech of Sri Guruji at the 3" year Sangh Siksha Varg in Nagpur

Page 22 of 22



